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Friction Experiment: Car Ramps

Method:

Create three (or more) ramps from pieces of wood or strong card.

Cover two of these ramp with materials such as fabric, sand paper, rubber, plastic 
etc...

Predict which ramps will enable the cars to go faster down the ramps?

Speed test three cars at the same time. 

How did your predictions play out?

Observations:

What two surfaces will you use?

1. Control

2. .

3. .

Which surface do you predict will have the least friction (car will go fastest)?

Which surface do you predict will have the most friction (car will go slowest)?



Results:

Surface
1st, 2nd, 3rd 

place
Observation (if you timed it you can 

note the time)

Conclusions:

Explain the results.

Considerations:

To make an experiment fair it must have consistent variables so that the same 
experiment can be repeated again and again and achieve the same results. What 
other variables could affect the results other than the surfaces of the ramps?


